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Who is Alexander Vidakovic?

Alexander is a professional make-up artist, web and graphic designer, SEO, world traveller and ‘happy pubs’ visitor.  He has been living in the Netherlands for a good 18 years, 14 of those in Beverwijk.  He is Serbian originally, 39 years old, single and went on his first world trip in 2009, where he did photo shoots with models and photographers all around the world …

How long have you been a make-up artist?

About 3 years now.

How did you start?

I have been painting since I was a child, and since I arrived in the Netherlands I have belonged to an artists’ club. I drew naked models for at least 15 years.  So I’ve used brushes and pencils all my life, built up an extensive knowledge of colours and lots of experience working with models, so being a make-up artist was only one step further. It was a logical choice: the principle is the same, only the method is different.  This is much more personal because you are working directly on the model’s skin instead of on paper or canvas. I had been thinking of becoming a professional make-up artist for a while, but I didn’t dare make the move straight away. Partly because the course is expensive, and partly because it hadn’t worked out before, at least, I told myself that it could never work.  Either I was kidding myself, or I thought that in reality it just wouldn’t work out, so it didn’t matter.  Basically, I just wasn’t ready for it before.

What are your ambitions?

I would love to do more travelling and go on more world trips.  I’d like to broaden my website www.worldtravellingartist.com into a social network, and generate more “world travelling artists”.  Whether someone paints, takes photos, is a make-up artist or a model, makes music or whatever form of art you can think of, it doesn’t matter. Actually all sorts of artists from all over the world can join my network, even those who don’t actively travel.  If you are prepared to have a traveller stay with you, or work with a traveller, that’s enough to become a member.  It’s going to be a big project – a combination of modelmayhem.com, couchsurfing.com and facebook.com.  The best of all worlds!
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What kind of shoots would you still like to do?

No specific sorts of shoots.  I like all shoots which demand a certain level of creativity.  I do have a list of photographers and models with whom I’d like to work.  Those are often people from different parts of the world, so if I want to work with them, then travelling is a must.

Do you have a tip for other make-up artists?

Yes. Read lots of fashion magazines (that’s what I do) and make sure that no photographers or models know more than you do about make-up, modelling, trends and fashion in general.  I remember very well a model telling me something about Doutzen Kroes and Audrey Hepburn (as we were going to do an ‘Audrey Hepburn’ shoot), but I was just beginning in the business and didn’t know who Doutzen Kroes was, and knew even less about Audrey Hepburn.  It was embarrassing to say the least!!

Now it’s different. I know more than average about (and have had more than average experience with) make-up and I have read at least something about every celebrity and model.  My living room is stuffed with fashion magazines.  Another tip: do as many shoots as you can – that’s the best way to learn.

And tips for models?

Trust your make-up artist. Use the time you are sitting in the make-up chair to relax. This is very important if you are going to be in front of the camera. Actually the shoot begins in the make-up chair.  Be patient, especially when quality is important.  It’s better to be made up well and properly than to cut corners and go for a quick, bad make-up job. Stay alert; if a make-up artist is not interested in your choice of clothes, but just does the make-up out of the blue, this is a sign of a bad make-up artist. Don’t do anything you don’t feel comfortable with whatever anyone tells you or asks you during the shoot.  A photographer who is out to get you naked, is more of a pervert than a good photographer. Make sure that the basic details of the shoot have always been discussed beforehand, and everything is clear, and certainly not discussed during the shoot. Also, don’t work with highly pressured types who have no time for you, and don’t go to any trouble for you. Take this sort of person off your contact list.  Apart from this, don’t be afraid to experiment (like another look or another sort of shoot), because by doing different things you push back your borders and gain experience.

Finally, tips for photographers?

Prepare your shoots well, but don’t get stuck on a certain idea.  Give others room to be creative and treat them as equals. Forget copyrights when you are doing a TFCD, because with this kind of shoot, copyrights don’t mean a thing (apart from the right to have your name on them).  As far as using the photos are concerned, all those working on the shoot have equal rights! So make sure that they are all named in the contract as standard (photographer, model, make-up artist, clothing designer). This will give you a professional edge. Also, treat the models with respect - those are people who stand in front of the camera, not dolls. Take your agreements and responsibilities seriously by sending the photos to everyone involved on time. If other people have to keep asking you for photos, then this will be at the cost of your popularity. Apart from this, be open, honest, patient, inventive, positive and creative – try new things out.  Use humour when you notice your model is not completely relaxed.
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Alexander and Michael have collaborated on at least 30 photo shoots in the studio in Leiden. Even though, because of Alexander’s world trip, they have worked together less recently, the partnership is still there.  Below are a few examples of what they can produce….

